Cusseque - Diversity of Birds

The core site of Cusseque shows a very rich
avifauna. Within 10 days of observations at
the start of the rainy season 2012, 150 bird
species were identified. In the following
month, observations focused on the
Miombo forests and woodlands of the core

site, in the course of a survey using birds as

indicators to assess the habitat quality of
different forest types in this landscape
(Richter 2013). As a result, a total of 189
species from 48 families were recorded for
the area of Cusseque. Figure 1 and 2 show
the observed families with the number of

species observed within each.

The diversity of birds at the core site is
assumed to be considerably higher; the
study focused on woody habitats and many
other habitat types within the core site were
not assessed. New species were observed

daily until the end of the survey.
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Fig. 1: The number of Non-Passeriformes species observed in Cusseque according to the bird families.
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Fig. 2: The number of Passeriformes species observed in Cusseque according to bird families.

Fig. 3: Lilac-breasted Roller, Coracias caudatus (photo: M. Schiffler).
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Table 1: The 30 most abundant forest and woodland species at the core site of Cusseque.

Red-chested Cuckoo Cuculus solitarius Cuculidae

Yellow-fronted Tinkerbird Pogoniulus chrysoconus Capitonidae

African Cuckoo Cuculus gularis Cuculidae

Black Sunbird Chalcomitra amethystina Nectrarinidae

Black Cuckoo Cuculus clamosus Cuculidae

White-browed Scrub-Robin Erythropygia leucophrys Turdidae

Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata Muscicapidae

Neddicky Cisticola Cisticola fulvicapilla Sylviidae

Anchietas Barbet Stactolaema anchietae Capitonidae

Grey-headed Kingfisher Halcyon leucocephala Alcedinidae

Black-headed Oriole Oriolus larvatus Oriolidae

Black Saw-wing Psalidoprocne pristoptera Hirundinidae

Crested Barbet Trachyphonus vaillantii Capitonidae
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Fig. 4: Greater Blue-eared Starling, Lamprotornis chalybaeus (photo: M. Finckh.).
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