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Biodiversity & Ecology publishes research papers as well as reviews,
forum papers, and reports on biodiversity, evolution and ecology of
plants. The core foci lie on flora and vegetation of Africa and dryland
biodiversity. Connected to the research portfolio of the publishing
institutions, also contributions on change of global biodiversity,
ecosystem functions and services, eco-informatics, lichens, flora and
vegetation of Northern Germany, and topics related to herbaria and
botanical gardens are welcome.

The journal often publishes Special Volumes or Special Features
dedicated to specific themes, and contributions to these are normally
solicited. The topics of forthcoming Special Volumes/Features are
announced on the journal homepage or may be requested from the
Chief Editor, Prof. Dr. Norbert Jiirgens (norbert.juergens@uni-
hamburg.de), who is also open for proposals. If you are considering
contributing an article to a future Special Volume/Feature, you are
kindly asked to contact the respective Guest Editors prior to submis-
sion, who will specify the submission deadline and other details.

Ordinary submissions within the scope of the journal should be
made electronically to editors.b-e@biodiversity-plants.de. For each
submission, the Managing Editor (Jens Oldeland: jens.oldeland@uni-
hamburg.de) and/or the Guest Editors will assign one Co-ordinating
Editor. Contributions are normally reviewed by two peers, upon
whose comments the Co-ordinating Editor will decide on article
acceptance, acceptance with necessary revisions, or rejection.

Publication ethics

By a submission, the corresponding author confirms that all persons
listed as co-authors have read the final version of the manuscript and
given their consent for submission. All persons listed as co-authors
must have made a significant scientific contribution to designing or
carrying out the study and/or writing the manuscript; conversely, no
person who has made such a significant scientific contribution to the
paper shall be denied author rights. Further, the authors must ensure
proper recognition (usually through means of citation) when they
make use of the intellectual property of other persons.

Preparation of the manuscript

Manuscripts should be written either in British or American English
throughout. If you are not a native speaker of English, you are kindly
asked to have the language of the manuscript edited by an experienced
native speaker prior to submission. There are no page limits as long as
the length is justified by the content. Submissions should be made in a
single document file (*.doc, *.docx or *.rtf), with pages and lines num-
bered consecutively.

The title of the manuscript should be brief and circumscribe the main
content of the manuscript. It is followed by the full names of all au-
thors. An abstract of 100-300 words should briefly present the salient
points regarding the aim, location, methods, results, and conclusions.
Then, up to ten keywords that do not repeat title words should be
provided in alphabetical order. After that, sections on nomenclatural
references for taxa, syntaxa, or other classifications (entitled Nomen-
clature) and definitions of all abbreviations that do not belong to
standard English (entitled Abbreviations) follow if applicable.

Manuscripts should be subdivided into non-numbered sections of up to
three levels. Please indicate the section hierarchy clearly. You may
deviate from the standard structure Introduction — Methods — Results —
Discussion when appropriate. You may give Acknowledgements (in-
cluding an authors’ contribution statement) before the reference list.
No footnotes will be printed.

Scientific names of taxa (all ranks!) and syntaxa as well as expressions
in foreign languages and mathematical symbols should be formatted
in italics. When cited in the text for the first time, scientific names
should be written in full. Taxonomic authorship should be given accord-
ing to the most recent versions of ICBN, ICPN, or equivalent codes and
be included only once in the manuscript (at first mention in the text or
in a tabular overview).

References in the text should be cited as follows: As shown by Adams
(2002) ...; has been verified (Schmidt 1997, 2002, Schmidt & Meyer
1998, Schmidt et al. 2000, Adams 2002). If there is more than one
source by the same author(s) in one year, these are differentiated by
the addition of small letters (Smith 2000a, 2000b). References to spe-
cific pages in a source are given as (Muller 1975: 234). Author names
are printed in lower-case letters. Please ensure that author names from
foreign languages are spelled correctly with all diacritical marks.

The Reference list (entitled References) at the end of the paper has the
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Note that all authors are to be given (even if there are many co-
authors) and journal titles have to be provided in full. Title words
should not be capitalized (except for English journal titles) unless re-
quired by the orthographic rules (e.g. proper names). Titles in lan-
guages other than English, German, French, Spanish, or Latin, should be
accompanied by a translation into English (see example Chytry 2007
above). The publisher and place of publication should be provided for
books and volumes within series. Only the first town/city should be
given when a publisher is based in several.

At the end of the manuscript, the full names, affiliations, addresses,
and e-mail addresses of all authors should be given, with the corre-
sponding author be marked with *.

Tables and figures should be prepared in such a way that they fit one-
column width (5.4 cm), two-column width (11.3 cm), or three-column
width (17.2 cm), and that they are not higher than 24.7 cm. Take care
that all parts of tables and figures are clearly and easily legible after
scaling to print format. Avoid vertical lines and use horizontal lines only
above and below the headline and at the bottom of tables.f plant
details. Appendices to be printed after the reference list are possible
for long tables, mathematical derivations, nomenclatural issues, or
similar items that are only relevant for a minority of readers. If you plan
to include other elements in your article, such as boxes or loose sup-
plements (e.g. for large vegetation tables), you should seek the consent
of the Co-ordinating Editor prior to submission.

Production of accepted manuscripts

Page proofs will be sent in PDF format to the corresponding author
before printing, and you are asked to check them carefully within the
set time frame. Articles will be published both as print and free access
online publication. After print publication, the corresponding author
will receive a PDF file of his/her article and a free copy of the respective
volume. There are no page charges.




