-

urgens

Norbert J

i

e

fro

ngroft

Geppert
tas Gunter

.. with contributions
: - “Alicia
Alexander Gro
Feli

1<l

Joh R.

Henschel

ri

J. Huber

McAuliffe -

'

B

 Joe
“Jens

rf
-

‘Oldeland

£

S [
.d-_
e

",

s, T
i

a1

soual

Pa:

verrn

illa Sicho

ann .

rise

Sikorski

an




10

Acknowledgements

Above all others, I thank my family, Irmel, Mona, Laura, to whom I dedicate this book.

I am also grateful to my academic teachers who paved the road to a broad spectrum of methods in biology and
ecology, Giinter Miehlich, Hans-Dieter Thlenfeldt, Heinz Ellenberg and Heinrich Walter.

During the four decades of studies on fairy circles I received help from many sides. I would like to particularly
thank a number of colleagues and institutions.

In Angola, Fernanda Lages and Valter Chissingui at Instituto Superior de Ciéncias de Educacao (ISCED, Luban-
20), Margarida Ventura and Carlos Ribeiro from Instituto Superior Politécnico Tundavala (ISPT) helped in terms
of practical and administrative support. Bruce Bennett made many weeks of joint fieldwork in Tona National Park
possible. Rafael Loureiro is thanked for sharing his knowledge on localities north of Bentiaba. I am grateful for
research and export permits from the Angolan authorities. I thank Gabriel Luis Miguel, General Director for the
National Technology Centre, Ministry of High Learning, Science, Technology and Innovation, as well as Chipilica
Barbosa (Southern African Science Service Centre for Climate Change and Adaptive Land Management — SASS-
CAL- program coordinator in Angola) and the whole Angolan SASSCAL team. Thanks to Canga Xiaquivuila,
Director of Instituto Geoldgico de Angola (IGEO), for making available the Geological Map of Angola. Numerous
Himba pastoralists in the Namibe Region answered questions regarding the origin of fairy circles.

In Namibia, I first of all thank Elke Erb (Scientific Society Swakopmund), who introduced me to the organisms and
environments of the Central Namib Desert and gave continuous logistic support. Mannfred Goldbeck generously
and continuously supported the research in many ways, as did the Gondwana Collection team, many thanks espe-
cially to Alain and Sonja Noirfalise, Anja von Reeken and Jorg Fischer, as well as to journalist Sven-Eric Stender.

I thank Vilho Pandeinge Mtuleni for always good company and successful guidance and an unsurpassable sharp
eye to detect termite colonies, for finding reliable solutions for uncountable cases of technical problems and for
enabling good communication with many rural communities and conservancy managers during many dozens of
fieldwork campaigns.

Bertchen Kohrs was the “mother” of our projects and her friendly diplomacy opened many doors. Without her
help, many activities would not have been possible.

I am grateful that Antje and John Burke, Mary Seely, Joh Henschel and Graham Williamson invited me to joint
field trips to fairy circle landscapes.

Numerous Himba and Damara stock farmers answered questions regarding the origin of fairy circles in north-
western Namibia. The Mariental and the Sesfontein conservancy kindly supported the research in their region.
Permission to work in the Namibrand Nature Reserve is gratefully acknowledged.

I thank Klaus Knupp, Earthmaps Consulting, Swakopmund, Namibia, for allowing the reproduction of a ground
penetrating radar image and for the interpretation of the shown GPR patterns. The Ministry of Environment,
Forestry and Tourism Namibia (MEFT), National Commission on Research Science and Technology (NCRST),
and National Botanical Research Institute (NBRI) are thanked for research permission in Namibia. I thank the
National Herbarium of Namibia (WIND) for access to herbarium data and digital herbarium records. The Na-
tional Museum kindly gave access to the entomological collection. I thank the Geological Survey of Namibia for
making available the Geological Map of Namibia.

In South Africa I thank Annelise Le Roux, Fiona Archer, Hugo Bezuidenhout, Robby Robinson and Paddy
Gordon, who substantially supported the early work in the Richtersveld. Brent Whittington gave logistic support
in the Richtersveld National Park. Pieter Van Wyk shared his knowledge of the flora and the cultural history of
the Richtersveld. Thanks to the South African National Biodiversity Institute (SANBI) for access to herbarium

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS



data and digital herbarium records. Several stock farmers in the Richtersveld answered questions on the origin
of fairy circles and heuweltjies.

I am most grateful to all the authors contributing their fine analyses and papers to this volume: Alicia Geppert,
Felicitas Gunter, Alexander Grongroft, Joh R. Henschel, Katharina J. Huber, Jens Oldeland, Jorg Overmann, Joe
McAuliffe, Javier Pascual, Mike Picker, Rasmus Revermann, Priscilla Sichone, Johannes Sikorski and Andrey
Yurkov.

Especially Joe McAuliffe and Joh Henschel helped to substantially improve the English wording of several chap-
ters. Many thanks also for helpful discussions of objective terms like “desert vegetation islands” or “contour-
parallel vegetation bands”.

Sincere thanks to the editors of this volume of Biodiversity & Ecology, Ute Schmiedel and Manfred Finckh, who
invited and coordinated the reviews for all the chapters and articles of this volume and beyond that invested time
and effort to further edit the chapters.

I also thank numerous anonymous reviewers for their helpful remarks. All the invested scrutiny improved the
quality of the book substantially.

Funding is gratefully acknowledged as being provided by the SCHIMPER FOUNDATION and the German
Science Foundation (DFG, SFB 389 [ACACIA]) in the early days and the Federal Ministry of Education and
Research, BMBF (Biota Southern Africa, SASSCAL) during the last 22 years.

This book would not have been possible without the constant help of the team Biodiversity, Evolution and Ecol-
ogy at the Institute of Plant Science and Microbiology of the University of Hamburg. Imke Oncken, Jutta Kief3el-
bach and Karen Dehn supplied laboratory data. Ingo Homburg took a huge amount of administrative and or-
ganisational work from my shoulders. Gerhard Muche developed the ingenious software BiotaBase and Kathrin
Josenhans, Thomas Hillmann and Andrzej Suwald handled the ever-growing dimension of newly collected data.
I am grateful that Celina Apel, Elke Erb, Constanze Grohmann, Joh Henschel, Balten Laustroer and Thomas C.
Wagner permitted use of their photos.

It is impossible to name all who helped during decades of field work. I particularly want to thank Judy Beaumont,
Bruce Bennett, Hugo Bezuidenhout, Volker Bittrich, Clérin Kiibli, Antje Burke, Wolf Eiserhardt, Elke Erb, Georg
Erb, Barbara Fally-Puzskas, Sara Fernandez and David Elizalde, Manfred Finckh, Lynn Fish, Stefan Franke,
Duncan Gilchrist, Paddy Gordon, Alexander Grongroft, Felicitas Gunter, Wulf Haake, Berit Hachfeld, Stefan
Heitmann, Joh Henschel, Ingo Homburg, Brian Huntley, Andrea Jensen, Mona Jiirgens, Laura Jiirgens, Steffanie
Kaffarnik, Detlev, Christine, Insa und Greta Kaldinski, Sven-Eric Stender, Kasara Paulus, Lisa Prigge, Felix,
Marianne, Anna and Tangeni Kuchling, Irmtraut Lalk-Jiirgens, Annedore Lalk & Uwe Breiden, Vilho Mtuleni,
Jens Oldeland, Imke Oncken, Mike Picker, Evanilton Pires, Dieter Pochlatko, Carlos and Margarida Ribeiro,
Mbeytjiua Rikambura, Vere Ross-Gillespie, Annelise Le Roux, Alfred Schleicher, Ute Schmiedel, Michael Struck,
Matthias Schultz, Janika Wendefeuer, Graham and Francoise Williamson, Kelly Vlieghe and Pieter Van Wyk.

Antje Burke, Barbara Curtis, Jorg Ganzhorn, Wulf Haake, Morgan Hauptfleisch, Klaus Knupp, Eugene Marais,
Gretel van Rooyen, Ben Strohbach and Roger Swart kindly helped with regard to data and shared their interpreta-

tion of the fairy circles.

Finally, sincere thanks to Klaus Hess and his team, for the patience, care and good guidance during the produc-
tion process of the printed volume.

Norbert Jirgens

FAIRY CIRCLES OF THE NAMIB DESERT

11



	Title_final
	b-e.vol07_ackn

